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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A redundant system having two switch 
routes, comprising: 

N, with N greater than or equal to one, input selectors, each for receiving 
an input line and for connecting the received input line to N i nput li n e s, wh e r ei n 
oach N i nput se le ctor G olo cts one of the two switch routes to conn e ct N i nput 
li nos to se l ect e d on e of two switch routos, doponding on based on a system 
switching signal; 

wh e r e in two sw i tch s e ctions ar e prov i d e d, on e a switch section for each 
one of the two switch routes, each of the twe switch sections having N input ports 
and N output ports, and compr i s i ng N buffers that each further includeff JI 

wh e r ei n e ach of th e N buff e rs compr i s e s M, with M greater than or 
equal to two, priority queues for storing packets having different priorities teput 
pack e ts, r e c e iv e d from N i nput s ele ctors, c l assif ie d und e r M prior i t ie s, and M 
prior i ty output qu e u e s corr e sponding to th e M pr i or i t ie s ; 

an output selector for selecting [[a]] one of the two M priority queues m-a 
from one of the N buffers of one of the two switch sections for each of th e M 
pr i or i ti e s to stor e an output of th e s ele ct e d on e of two M prior i ty qu e u e s in a on e 
of two sw i tch sect i ons into a corr e spond i ng ono of tho M pr i ority queues ; and 
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a controller configured to receive status signals from both of the switch 
sections that include information relating to a packet storing status of the M 
priority gueues and, based on the status signals, control the for i nstruct i ng th e 
output selector to select [[a]] the one of the twe M priority gueues , the controller 
additionally generating the system switching signal for oach of tho M pr i oritios 
correspond i ng to r e sp e ct i v e on e s of tho two sw i tch s e ct i ons d e p e nd i ng on th e 
syst e m sw i tching s i gna l and a pack e t storing status of e ach of th e M pr i or i ty 
qu e u e s . 

2. (Currently Amended) The redundant system according to claim 1 , 
wherein when [[a]] one of the two switch routes is switched to an other switch 
route by th e syst e m sw i tch i ng s i gna l, the controller monitors a packet storing 
status of each of the M priority queues and, [[if]] when [[a]] one of the twe M 
priority queues corresponding to respective ones of the twe switch sections 
becomes empty, then the controller instructs the output selector to select the 
oth e r of th e two another one of the M priority queues to store an output of the 
selected one of two M priority queues in [[a]] one of twe the switch sections into a 
corresponding one of the M priority output queues. 

3. (Original) The redundant system according to claim 2, wherein 
each of the switch sections further comprises: 
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a readout controller controlling a packet reading sequence of the M priority 
queues for each of the N buffers such that priority in packet reading is given to a 
higher priority queue. 

4. (Currently Amended) The redundant system according to 
claim 2, wherein the controller instructs the output selector to sequentially select 
the othor of th e two M priority queues for each of th e M pr i orit ie s in descending 
order of priority. 

5. (Currently Amended) A packet switching system having two 
switch routes, comprising: 

N, with N greater than or equal to one, input selectors, each of which 
selects [[a]] one of the two switch routes to connect N input lines to the selected 
ono d o D o nd i nq switch route based on a system switching signal; 

two a switch s e ct i ons, on e section provided for each of the two switch 
routes, each of the twe switch sections having N input ports and N output ports 
and comprising N buffers, each of wh i ch compris e s: the N buffers further 
including 

a high-priority queue for storing input packets having a high priorityT 
r e c ei v e d from N input s e l e ctors ; and 

a low-priority queue for storing input packets having a low priorityT 
r e c ei v e d from one of N i nput s ele ctors ; 
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a high-priority output selector coupled to the high-priority queues in each 
of the switch sections for sel e cting a on e of two high priority qu e u e s 
corr e sponding to r e sp e ct i v e on e s of th e two switch s e ct i ons ; 

a low-priority output selector coupled to the low-priority queues in each of 
the switch sections for se le ct i ng a on e of two l ow prior i ty gueu e s correspond i ng 
to r e sp e ct i v e on e s of the two switch s e ctions ; 

a high-priority output queue for storing an output of the high-priority output 
selector s ele ct e d on e of th e two h i gh pr i or i ty gu e u e s ; 

a low-priority output queue for storing an output of the low-priority output 
selector s ele ct e d on e of th e two l ow pr i ority gu e u e s : and 

a controller configured to generate the system switching signal and 
receive status signals from each of the two switch sections that include 
information relating to a storage status of the high-priority gueues and the low- 
priority gueues, the controller controlling the high-priority output selectors and the 
low-priority output selectors of th e two sw i tch s e ct i ons depending on the status 
signals syst e m sw i tch i ng s i gna l and a pack e t storing status of e ach of th e high 
pr i ority qu e u e s and th e l ow pr i ority qu e u e s . 

6. (Currently Amended) The packet switching system according to 
claim 5, wherein when [[a]] one of the two switch routes is switched to an other of 
the two switch routes by th e system switching signa l, the controller monitors a 
packet storing status of each of the high-priority and low-priority queues and, if 
[[a]] one of the two high-priority queues corresponding to respective ones of the 
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two switch sections becomes empty, then the controller instructs a high-priority 
output selector to select the an other of the two high-priority queues to store an 
output of the selected high priority queue into the high-priority output queue. 

7. (Currently Amended) The packet switching system according to 
claim 6, wherein each of the switch sections further comprises: 

a readout controller controlling a packet reading sequence of the high- 
priority and low-priority queues for each of the N buffers such that priority in 
pack e t data unit reading is given to the high-priority queue. 

8. (Currently Amended) The packet switching system according to 
claim 7, wherein the readout controller starts reading out the low-priority pack e ts 
data units stored in the low-priority queue after all of the high-priority pack e ts 
data units stored in the high-priority queue have been completely read out. 

9. (Currently Amended) The packet switching system according claim 
7, wherein the readout controller controls a packet data unit reading sequence of 
the high-priority and low-priority queues for each of the N buffers such that m 
high-priority packets are read out from the high-priority queue and n low-priority 
packets are read out from the low-priority queue, wherein m is set to be greater 
than n. 

Claims 10-14. (canceled) 
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15. (New) A switching system comprising: 

a plurality of input selector switches each configured to be connected to 
an input line and each receiving a system switching signal; 

a first switch section and a second switch section connected to the 
plurality of input selector switches, one of the first switch section or the second 
switch section receiving packets from the plurality of input selector switches in 
response to the system switching signal indicating that either the first switch 
section or the second switch section is active, the first and second switch 
sections each including a buffer corresponding to each of the input selector 
switches, each of the buffers further including a plurality of priority queues for 
storing different priority packets from corresponding ones of the input selector 
switches; 

a plurality of output selectors each connected to one of the buffers from 
the first and second switch sections; and 

a controller configured to generate the system switching signal and to 
receive status signals from the first switch section and the second switch section 
that include information relating to a state of the first switch section and the 
second switch section and being used by the controller to control the plurality of 
output selectors. 
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16. (New) The system of claim 15, wherein the plurality of output 
selectors are controlled to receive packets from one of the priority queues 
corresponding to the buffer to which an output selector is connected. 

17. (New) The system of claim 15, wherein the input selector switches 
are each connected to an input line via an input processor. 



18. (New) The system of claim 15, wherein a number of the output 
selectors is equal to a number of the input selector switches. 
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